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School background 2018–2020

School vision statement School context School planning process

To promote Sustainability Education and empower
learners to act responsibly towards their environment.

Environmental and Zoo Education Centres (EZEC) Vision

Leading environmental education to empower learners for
a sustainable future.

Georges River EEC Context 

The Georges River EEC is a Department of Education and
Communities  school located in South Western Sydney,
one of three EECs in this  geographical area of Sydney,
and one of a network of 23 EECs across the  state. The
Centre aims to inspire young people to experience and
connect with  the natural world and encourage the
development of positive behaviour changes  towards its
protection. Georges River EEC offers a variety of high
quality field work and  environmental and sustainability
education programs for school students K–12.  

Georges River EEC also delivers professional learning
opportunities  for teaching staff both at the centre, within
schools and in the natural  environment through in field
experiences. In school communities the Centre assists
schools with environmental  audits, resource materials and
staff development.

EZEC Context

The 25 NSW DoE Environmental and Zoo Education
Centres (EZECs) are leaders in environmental and
sustainability education. Our Centres provide authentic,
curriculum–based fieldwork learning experiences for
exploring, investigating, understanding and connecting with
the natural and made environments. Our programs provide
opportunities to understand concepts and systems and
develop values that empower learners to become
environmentally responsible citizens. By building strong
partnerships and developing teacher capacity, Centres
enable schools to integrate sustainability education into all
aspects of school operations including curriculum, teaching
and learning, physical surroundings and relationships with
the local community.

 

Planning is informed by the Melbourne Declaration on
Educational Goals for Young Australians, National School
ImprovementTool, School Excellence Framework, Public
Schools NSW Strategic Directions –Creating Futures
Together 2015–2017 and DEC School Planning guides and
factsheets. The new school plan was also informed through
a consultative process during Term 4 with the following key
stakeholders:

Planning Process – Local Community of Schools
Principals and Teachers received an on–line evaluation of
Georges River EEC and how they were viewed in the local
school community. Further PL at network meetings,
Community of School meetings and PPA meetings
provided further consultative opportunities.

Georges River EECStaff – all Georges River staff,
including causal teachers, were surveyed to ascertain their
ideas for future directions of the centre.

EZEC Network – The EEC and Zoo EC Principals
Conference in Term 4 2017 provided an initial planning
opportunity and included the notion of collaboration of the
network’s strategic directions 2018–2020 for improvement
and innovation in sustainability education to NSW Public
Schools. 
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School strategic directions 2018–2020

STRATEGIC
DIRECTION 1

Empowered Learners

STRATEGIC
DIRECTION 2

Strong Partnerships

Purpose:

To develop students environmental knowledge, skills, values and attributes in creating
environmentally engaged literate citizens. To inspire and stimulate school groups and staff to
be empowered responsible individuals that act sustainably towards the environment..

Purpose:

To extend and strengthen partnerships with our schools, networks and communities through
effective communication and a culture of collaboration. The impact of these relationships
drives the provision of authentic, relevant and unique experiences, which enable students
and teachers to continue to improve as confident, responsible and creative environmental
citizens.

Printed on: 19 April, 2018Page 3 of 5 Georges River Environmental Education Centre 5430 (2018-2020)



Strategic Direction 1: Empowered Learners

Purpose

To develop students environmental
knowledge, skills, values and attributes in
creating environmentally engaged literate
citizens. To inspire and stimulate school
groups and staff to be empowered
responsible individuals that act sustainably
towards the environment..

Improvement Measures

An increase in the percentage of students
indicating positive knowledge, skills, values
or attitudes towards the environment.

Increase in number of schools participating
in either pre or post program activities.

People

Students

Articulate their connection to a sustainable
environment

Staff

Collaborate to gather evidence baseline
data to review, plan and learn from each
other’s practices with EZEC and centre
staff.

Staff

Model best practice of sustainability
education, making effective use of
technology and learning spaces available.

Leaders

Collaborates with the EZEC community of
schools to improve and innovate to support
all students to achieve successful learning
outcomes. using both a local and global
approach 

Processes

Enhancing Program Impact

Pre and post resource support is
developed to extend and enhance
classroom learning.

Develop Staff Capacity

Staff will be constant in effectively
implementing centre programs that connect
students and teachers with the
environmental program.

Evaluation Plan

Teacher and student feedback on the
program's offered through exit strategies
and surveys.

Observations of student learning and
collegial discussions with visiting teachers
and GREEC casual staff.

A bank of baseline data will be collected
and used to inform program development. 

Practices and Products

Practices

The EEC provides stimulating and
engaging hands–on learning experiences. 

Programs developed/delivered will
capitalise on the site specific environment,
resources, technology, equipment

Products

Student feedback demonstrates increased
connection to the environment and
responsible, sustainable practices.
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Strategic Direction 2: Strong Partnerships

Purpose

To extend and strengthen partnerships with
our schools, networks and communities
through effective communication and a
culture of collaboration. The impact of
these relationships drives the provision of
authentic, relevant and unique
experiences, which enable students and
teachers to continue to improve as
confident, responsible and creative
environmental citizens.

Improvement Measures

Increase the number and quality of
programs delivered by GREEC and
developed in collaboration with Georges
River stakeholders.

Increase in bookings due to high quality
programs informed by the identified needs
of our attending schools and the unique
environments available to GREEC.

Increased positive feedback from visiting
staff and students.

People

Staff

GREEC staff actively engage with local
networks, community and council groups,
along with the EZEC community to pursue
accurate and current expert content
knowledge. As well as implementation of
collaborative practices projects. 

Community Partners

Any delivery of content provided by
community partners is pedagogically
aligned to known best practice.

A culture of team leadership is fostered to
ensure that the centre's learning outcomes
are supported.

Community Partners

Engage with both the local AECG and the
AECG's that share a connection to the
Georges River, discussing areas where
GREEC can further enhance cultural
competency of all staff in understanding
and valuing of Aboriginal histories, culture
and identity.

Processes

Collaboartation

Establishment and implementation of
collaborative practices projects for citizen
science and student leadership.

Programs

Provide engaging new programs and
update existing programs where required to
reflect our special setting.

Evaluation Plan

Teacher evaluation data on professional
learning and programs processed,
analysed.

Minutes of meetings with collaborative
practice partners. Calendar of events to be
implemented.

Program/session/excursion evaluation with
EZEC staff minuted in order to refine and
scale success.

Practices and Products

Practices

The collaborative practice projects create
high quality programs that meet identified
stakeholder needs. 

Visiting teachers embed EEC programs
into classroom learning.

Centre staff will develop and participate in
teacher professional development at both
GREEC and other collaborative venues.

Products

The partnerships developed provide a
variety of engaging, curriculum linked
programs to the centre's target school
communities.. 

Visiting teachers value the authentic,
relevant and unique experiences that are
tailored for their students by embedding the
program in their unit of learning.  

Will build capacity in GREEC to provide
quality professional learning to teachers.
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