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School background 2018–2020

School vision statement School context School planning process

At Kingstown Public School new initiatives will continue to
build capacity to develop a dynamic, innovative and
productive learning culture.  High expectations and
evaluative thinking will drive ongoing school improvement. 

All students will  develop their capabilities to connect,
succeed and thrive. They will be literate, numerate and
capable users of technology. Learning programs will
provide ongoing opportunities for students to be inquisitive,
think deeply and have capacity to solve problems. Students
will develop empathy, intercultural understanding and have
the knowledge and skills to be active, informed local and
global citizens. 

Parents, school and the wider community will work together
to develop strong, student centred partnerships which
support student well–being and learning success in a
caring, safe environment.

Kingstown Public School is located in a rural setting in the
Northern Tablelands of NSW, near the towns of Uralla and
Bundarra and 66 kilometres west of Armidale. We have a
current enrolment of twenty two students,
with fourteen  students in the Year 4–6 class and eight
students in the K–2 class.

Kingstown Public School encourages positive and open
interactions with parents and students and is committed to
providing a supportive, cooperative school environment in
which self–regulation, successful learning, leadership and
respect are fostered. Student wellbeing and the continuous
improvement of student learning outcomes are the central
focus of all school business. A culture of high expectations
in both behavioural and academic realms of student life is
evident. We encompass the philosophy of the “You Can Do
It!” program and the five keys to success across all areas of
student welfare. We aim to empower every student to
reach their full potential and be provided with opportunities
to connect, succeed and thrive. All students are supported
to develop themselves as learners through a whole school
focus on visible learning, self–reflection and feedback
practices.

Kingstown Public School belongs to the Thunderbolt
Alliance alongside Kelly’s Plains, Rocky River and
Kentucky Public Schools.  As an alliance we believe that
great things can happen and impact on student
achievement when teachers work collaboratively toward
the achievement of collective goals.   Global awareness is
fostered through integrated teaching programs and
connected classroom technology. We connect with local
regional schools for sporting skill days, athletic and
swimming carnivals each term. A specialist music teacher
provides engaging music lessons once a week. Throughout
the year students participate in special event days, such as
Harmony Day, Anti Bullying days and History days. 
Innovative STEM initiatives are a school focus for the
present and coming years. 

Reflective of the size and context of Kingstown Public
School a consultation process and situational analysis was
undertaken to gather information which has subsequently
informed our School Vision and strategic Directions.

This process included: Discussions and feedback at P&C
meetings; discussions and feedback at staff meetings; one
to one chats with parents; progress and feedback in weekly
newsletters; parent and staff questionnaires and student
discussion and input.

The consultation process highlighted the significant
community confidence in school learning programs,
leadership and staff.

Future directions will support STEM initiatives, new
technologies and a theme of inquiry learning with a focus
on effective problem solving, deep thinking skills and the
importance of empathy.  
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School strategic directions 2018–2020

STRATEGIC
DIRECTION 1

Innovative and Evidence–Based
Teaching

STRATEGIC
DIRECTION 2

Successful, Informed and
Connected Students Valuing

Difference and Diversity

Purpose:

Innovative and skilled teachers  promote an inquiry driven, quality learning environment
which challenges, inspires, fosters critical and creative thinking and equips our students with
the skills and capabilities to be successful, curious, and learn beyond the classroom. A  high
expectation school environment aligned with evidence–based teaching pedagogy develops
the capabilities of every teacher and every student and improves literacy and numeracy
outcomes across the curriculum.

Purpose:

To develop personal values, positive relationships and key competencies which
enable students to be confident, happy and successful. To broaden and enrich student
experiences of their community and  culturally diverse world so they become increasingly
informed, connected and contributing local and global citizens.
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Strategic Direction 1: Innovative and Evidence–Based Teaching

Purpose

Innovative and skilled teachers  promote an
inquiry driven, quality learning environment
which challenges, inspires, fosters critical
and creative thinking and equips our
students with the skills and capabilities to
be successful, curious, and learn beyond
the classroom. A  high expectation school
environment aligned with evidence–based
teaching pedagogy develops the
capabilities of every teacher and every
student and improves literacy and
numeracy outcomes across the curriculum.

Improvement Measures

All teachers articulate, reflect upon  and
demonstrate improved practice in "What
Works Best" and the elements of
the Quality Teaching Framework. Teaching
programs reflect changes in pedagogy,
embed the general capabilities and include
a  curriculum focus on critical and creative
thinking using Problem–Based Learning.  

All students show added value and are
assessed at or above expected growth in
Naplan and  Literacy and Numeracy
Progressions.

Embedded, explicit systems for focussed
teacher collaboration within and across
schools are used to plan, implement,
evaluate and target curriculum
areas to improve teaching practice and
student outcomes.

People

Students

Students connect with their wider
community, wonder and care about their
world. They build capacity in critical and
creative thinking across the curriculum,
ask driving questions and explore real
world issues. They believe they can make a
difference and have impact on their world.
They increasingly become informed and
empathetic citizens and demonstrate the
dispositions of  successful learners and a
growth mindset. 

Students understand and connect with the
Educational Goals for Young Australians
and the directions of the School Plan.  

Staff

Professional learning in quality teaching
practices, innovative programs and 
effective evidence–based approaches,
programs and assessment processes 
optimises the success of all students.
Teachers know the types of learning
which explicitly supports and promotes
critical and creative thinking and work
together in disciplined collaboration, within
and outside school alliances to identify
areas for action learning. 
Teachers prioritise the values, mindsets
and dispositions that build student capacity
to connect, succeed and thrive. 

The School Excellence Framework, the
Australian Professional Standards and the
Performance and Development Framework
informs, assesses and develops skilled,
efficient, innovative professionals.

Parents/Carers

Processes

Research Informed Pedagogy

Quality Teaching Framework & What
Works Best

Build a school culture in which teachers
identify and use evidence–based, 
quality teaching strategies to ensure high
student engagement and learning success
across the curriculum.

Effective  Use of Data

Evaluative thinking and effective use of
data and assessment strategies  will
identify the impact of teaching  practices
and programs on  student achievement
and  inform  planning for future learning in
Literacy and Numeracy.

Quality Collaborations

Develop and embed explicit systems to
facilitate professional dialogue,
collaboration, classroom observations and
feedback between teachers and across
Learning Alliances which lead to
measurable improvements in student
outcomes. 

Evaluation Plan

Classroom observation, student work
samples, learning journals & rubrics 

Alliance teacher feedback

Pre and post student, teacher and parent
surveys and feedback; Post Problem
Based Project Review

Tracking dispositions –Tallis Development
Wheels

Practices and Products

Practices

Implementation of effective teaching
strategies, incorporating the Quality
Teaching Framework and Problem
Based Learning, provides critical and
creative thinking and authentic learning
opportunities to actively engage and
challenge students to question, think
deeply, develop empathy and demonstrate
future–focussed dispositions. 

Planned and quality, stage collaboration
across alliance schools, focussing on
 reviewing curriculum, lesson observation
and feedback, builds every teachers'
capacity to deliver effective, engaging and
improved learning programs in literacy and
numeracy.

Data collated from a variety of assessment
strategies, informs, differentiates and
drives future learning,  tracking student
achievement longitudinally on the Literacy
and Numeracy Learning Progression Tool.

Research informed pedagogy drives
professional learning and Professional
Development Plans to improve all student
outcomes in literacy and numeracy across
the curriculum.

Products

Quality teaching pedagogy is evident in
every  classroom

Implementation of the Problem Based
Learning Process and Best Practice Design
Guidelines successfully scaffolds student
learning to develop critical and creative
thinking skills.  Students develop open
ended questions, think deeply, build
empathy and seek solutions.
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Strategic Direction 1: Innovative and Evidence–Based Teaching

People

Parents support learning which values and
promotes initiatives in critical and creative
thinking, growth mindsets and future
focussed dispositions.  They are informed
of new assessment for learning practices
that improve and differentiate student
learning in Literacy and Numeracy.

Processes

Use of data: Assessments, Naplan,
Learning Progressions Tool

Practices and Products

Student projects and work samples show
evidence of critical and creative thinking,
collaboration and effective
communication. Projects increasingly
incorporate wider and authentic audiences
beyond the school community. The
Australian Critical and Creative Thinking
Learning Continuum is used to track
student achievements.  

Two Year Problem Based Learning Scope
and Sequence Implemented in Design
Thinking

Real World Projects cover:

One Product; One Service; One
Environment 

Effective use of data 

Individual student data and the Literacy and
Numeracy Learning Progression
Tool informs, differentiates and drives
student learning programs.    

Quality collaborations within and across
schools plan, implement and evaluate
targeted curriculum areas and support and
improve teaching  practices through lesson
observation and feedback, leading
to  improved student outcomes, as
evidenced on the literacy and numeracy
progressions.

Printed on: 10 April, 2018Page 5 of 7 Kingstown Public School 2310 (2018-2020)



Strategic Direction 2: Successful, Informed and Connected Students Valuing
Difference and Diversity

Purpose

To develop personal values, positive
relationships and key competencies which
enable students to be confident, happy and
successful. To broaden and enrich student
experiences of their community and 
culturally diverse world so they become
increasingly informed, connected and
contributing local and global citizens.

Improvement Measures

Students are using the language of
learning as evidenced in student learning
journals. Learning intentions and success
criteria are visible in all settings, with
collaboratively constructed rubrics used for
assessment and feedback purposes. They
can be clearly articulated by all students. 

Pre and post assessments demonstrate
focussed connections with wider
community have deepened student
learning around cultural understanding and
sustainability.

Creative technology programs in robotics,
coding and drones have increased student
capability in critical and creative thinking
skills as evidenced on CCT
continuum.  Development of Seven
Dispositions is informed by pre and post
surveys and tracked throughout the year.

People

Students

Students understand, articulate and
demonstrate what successful learners do
and what it means to be an active,
informed, confident and creative citizen.
They are connected to their community,
learn beyond their classroom and care
about their world. All students develop
empathy through problem solving; value
diversity and cultural differences. 
They develop a growth mindset and learn
how to learn and relearn to become
lifelong  learners. They show persistence
and grit and demonstrate the dispositions
which will enhance their success in a
rapidly changing and challenging world.
They are flexible users of technology and
embrace new learning experiences.

Staff

Staff demonstrate ongoing capacity in
visible learning strategies and have deep
knowledge of the general capabilities, cross
curriculum priorities and quality teaching
practices. They engage students in rich,
authentic learning experiences and support
the Melbourne Declaration's Educational
Goals for Young Australians.

All staff have the confidence, support and
resources to be innovative users of
technology. They are confident and
invested in connected classroom
technology and connect students to the
wider community.

Parents/Carers

Parents have an understanding of The
Educational Goals for Young Australians,

Processes

Successful Learners

School wide approaches to assessment for
learning practices, using visible learning
and feedback strategies, supports and
promotes student success in literacy and
numeracy. Students are provided with
experiences supporting the
dispositions that promote a growth
mindset. 

Connected Citizens

Increased and authentic connections with
the wider community,  deepens
student learning across the curriculum,
builds local, global and cultural
understanding, knowledge around
sustainable practices, and leads to
informed and active citizenship.

Engaging with Technology

Engaging  opportunities in STEM related
subjects builds student and
teacher confidence in new
technologies and promotes critical and
creative thinking.

Evaluation Plan

Visible learning is evident in every
classroom.

Monitoring of achievement of dispositions;
evidence of civics and citizenship in
teacher programming; increased
connection with wider community.

Varied opportunities in STEM related
subjects build confidence in new
technologies developing critical and
creative thinking.

Practices and Products

Practices

Successful Learners

Evidence–based teaching pedagogy is
evident in every classroom. Learning is
visible and assessment for learning and
feedback strategies support student
success. Students set goals and are aware
of strategies that promote a growth
mindset.  

General Capabilities

Implementation of high quality,
integrated teaching and learning programs
and practices embed the general
capabilities and cross curriculum priorities
across the school and promote an
engaging, authentic learning culture,
creating opportunities for students to
become active and informed and
connected citizens.

Engaging with Technology

STEM resources, teacher expertise and
professional learning drives
creative technology programs in robotics,
coding and drones, promotes critical and
creative thinking in new technologies and
incorporates and tracks the
Seven Dispositions for Success.

Products

All students know where they are, where
they are headed and how to get there.
They reflect on their own and others'
learning and give and receive feedback to
improve their outcomes. They can
articulate and demonstrate the dispositions
of a growth mindset.
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Strategic Direction 2: Successful, Informed and Connected Students Valuing
Difference and Diversity

People

as set out in the Melbourne Declaration,
and support  the School Directions as
informed by these goals.  

Practices and Products

Student feedback demonstrates higher
engagement using authentic learning
experiences and increasing understanding
of their local and global world.

Student observations and tracking
sheets demonstrate increasing efficiency
with new technologies, critical and creative
thinking and the demonstration of the key
dispositions needed to succeed in a
changing and challenging world.
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